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Those Trials and Troubles! 


By Pastor G. A. Cawfield 
Portstewart, Co. Derry, England 


“Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if 
need be, ye are in heaviness through manifold temptations; 
That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than 
of gold which perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might 
be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing 
of Jesus Christ.”—I Peter 1:6, 7. 


Even a superficial reading of 
this epistle will reveal that Peter 
wrote to believers who were be- 
ing subjected to the severest tests. 

The Staté was adopting a 
threatening, persecuting attitude, 
and some were being summoned 
to the law courts to answer 
charges against them (Chapt. 3, 


vs. 15). Malicious slanderers were) 
at work with their derogatory re-|'. 
marks (Chapt. 2, vs. 12). Those 


for whom they worked were often 
oppressive and cruel; (“buffetted’’ 
—Chapt. 2, vs. 12—literally means, 
a “boxing of the ears’). Then 
there was the greatest adversary 
of all, the Devil (Chapt. 5, vs. 8), 
the stealth and strength of that 
“lion” they must never under- 
estimate. 


The powers opposing them were 
legion, ‘Magistrates and powers,” 
“the power of the tongue,” “on the 
side of their oppressors there was 
power,” and back of all these was 


“the prince of the power of the| =| 


air.”’ 


' .... Peter, however, was certain that. } 


they could be “kept by the power 
of God even if all these things were 
against them” (vs. 5), and he re- 
minds them that all authorities 


and powers are subject unto the 
risen and exalted Christ (chapt. 
3, V8. 22). = 


early Christians must have derived 


What inspiration and help those 


(Continued on page 7) 


The Preservation of the 
Word of God 


By Rev. W. A. Criswell, Ph.D., D.D. 
Pastor, First Baptist Church, Dallas, Texas 


“Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall 
not pass away.”’—Matt. 24:35. 


Is the Bible we hold in our hands the Word of God as 
God delivered it through the prophets and the apostles ? How 
can we know? How can we be sure? Hundreds of years before 
the invention of the modern printing press the holy books 
were copied by hand. Did the scribes mutilate the text? Did 
they add to it and take away from it? 


The assured results of schol- 
arly inquiry say that the ending 
of Mark is lost, that the Gospel 


‘tof Mark stops in the middle of 
‘1the story of the resurrection at 


verse 8 in chapter 16. They also 
say that the story of an angel 
coming down at stated intervals 
to stir up the water at the pool 
of Bethesda, recorded in John 5:4, 
is certainly spurious; that a copy- 
ist wrote the explanation on the 
margin of the book he was copy- 
ing and the next scribe placed the 
note in the text itself. The passage 
about the Trinity in I John 5:7 
is also interpolation, they say. 

If these passages are glosses, 
what about other passages? If 
some are false, how shall I be 


|} able.to pick out the true? I must 


have an answer to these questions 


1or else I have no foundation upon 


which to build faith in the re- 
vealed Word of God. I must know 


“For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all. ungodliness and unrighteousness of 


men...’ —Rom. 1:18. 


Read these inspired words from the holy Scrip- 
tures and you come face to face with one of the most 
solemn, most sobering, most startling declarations 
in all the Bible. He who prefers to remain undis- 
turbed in the ways of sin might well wish he had 
never heard them, for once there terrifying truth 
breaks into the comprehension of the unredeemed, 
he will never again know peace of mind until he opens 


his heart to the Saviour. 


Rev. Philip R. Li Calzi 
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To begin with, these words are 
a terse affirmation of 


The Fact of God’s Wrath 


To some the claim that the God 
of love is also a God of wrath may 
seem a strange contradiction. They 
regard God as a loving Father, and 
stop there. But love is only one 
attribute of God’s nature. The 
same Scriptures which speak of 
God’s love speak of God’s wrath. 
The same Good News which tells 
us about Heaven also tells us about 
Hell. The same Christ who died to 
bring men God’s pardon also wept 
when He warned men of God’s 
punishment. 

Why is it demons believe in 
God and tremble? Why the scath- 
ing woes pronounced upon those 
in closing their 
hearts to Truth? Why the pro- 
phetic portrayal of the Almighty 


thundering vengeance upon the un- 


repentant, and sinners on the day 
of judgment calling upon moun- 
tains and rocks to fall on them and 
hide them from the face of Him 
who sitteth upon the _ throne? 
There is only one answer! The 
God of love is also a consuming 
fire before whose wrath man dare 
not stand! Read the Word with 
open mind and you will see that 
all divine revelation adds_ its 
weight of proof that God is a 
sin-hating, sin-punishing God. To 
explain away divine wrath would 
violate Scripture as much as to 
deny divine love. Those who in- 


turn their backs upon the true 
God of Heaven to worship a false 


sist their God is one of love only 


that the Word is God’s Word and 
not man’s interpolation. 

We have a sure and certain an- 
swer. The same Lord God who in- 


tles to write the Word also was 
careful through infinite and multi- 
plied ways to preserve the true 
Word. That we possess the true 
text is demonstrable fact. 


Textual Criticism 


ervation of the true text of the 
holy Scriptures is called textual 


spired the holy prophets and ar ee 


The scientific study of the pres-} 


(Continued on page 4) 


Dr. W. A. Criswell 


Our Bread Comes Back! 


By Evangelist Robert L. Sumner, Asst. to the Editor, 
“ Wheaton, Illinois 


Crop failure! - Every. farmer 
knows the sickening heartache, 
the sorrow, the unspeakable mis- 
ery and woe wrapped up in those 
two words. Any number of things 
individually or combined— 
drought, hail, pestHence, fire, 
wind, insects, ete—can _ bring 
tragedy and loss to the farmer. 
Frequently total crop failures oc- 
cur several years in succession, 
bringing ruin and bankruptcy in 
their wake. 

Why, then, do farmers stay on 
the job?. Why do they continue 
plowing, harrowing, sowing, cul- 
tivating? Why do they labor so 
diligently fighting bugs, plant 
diseases, weeds and other enemies 
of their crops? Why are they ap- 
parently so willing to risk so 
much? 


Hope of a Harvest 


The answer is simple. In the 
words of the wise Preacher quoted 
above: they know not “whether 
shall prosper, either this or that, 
or whether they both shall be good 
alike.” The farmer is willing to 
take the risk because hé knows 
the value, the profit of a crop 


ence has taught him that it pays 
to sow seed. 

The same is true with the Gos- 
pel. seed, “the Word of God” 
(Luke 8:11). The faithful sower 
never knows in advance when or 
where his seed will produce a har- 
vest. How frequent are our crop 
failures! How many times the 
Devil’s stinkbugs get our spirit- 
ual cabbages and his boll weevils 
ruin our cotton! 


| (Continued on page 6) 


Yet God repeatedly encourages 


“Cast thy bread upon the waters: for 
thou shalt find it after many days . 
that observeth the wind shall not sow; and 
this or that, or whether they both shall be 
..-- ln the morning sow thy seed, and in the 
evening withhold not thine hand: for thou 
knowest not whether shall prosper, either 
this or that, or whether they both shall be 
good alike.’’—Ecclesiastes 11:1, 4, 6. 


se He 


Robert Sumner 


— | 


which comes to harvest. Experi-’ 


— 


us to sow beside all waters, to igs 
nore hindering circumstances, and 
to “withhold not thine hand.” Re- 
peatedly He assures us that “in 
due season we shall reap, if we 
faint not” (Galatians 6:9), and 
that the faithful sower of Gospel 
truth “shall doubtless come again 
with _ rejoicing, bringing his 
sheaves with him” (Psalm 126:6). 
It pays to be faithful! 


Evidence That the Bread Doeg 
Come Back! 


For twenty blessed, fruitful 
years now THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp has been proving the truth- 
ful trustworthiness of the plain 
promises in the Bible guarantee- 
ing that “they that sow....shall 
reap” (Psa. 126:5). 


A mother of nine children, Mrs, 
(Continued on page 3) 


Y6 Issues $1! 


Send THE SWORD OF THE LORD to 
five or more homes, twenty-six big 
twelve-page issues, six full months, | | 


only $1 for each subscription! Beginning 
September 10, all the great prize-win- 
ning sermons for which we paid $1,750 
are included. (Canadian and foreign sub- 
scriptions $1.25 for six months because 
of extra postage.) 

Send $5 today to send THE SWORD 
to five homes, introducing them to 
America’s foremost revival weekly for 
six months, Address The Sword of the 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, August 27, 1954 


By the Late Worlk- Wide 
Bible School 


Birclkdler and Bible 
Dr. R.A. TORREY 
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CHAPTER XIV 


How to Deal With Christians Who Need Counsel, 


Rebuke, Encouragement or Comfort 


(Continued from last week) 


IX. Christians Who Have 
Lost Loved Ones 

The ministry of comfort to those 
whose homes have been invaded 
by death is one of the most blessed 
of Christian ministries. It is a 
ministry that is open to us all, 
but the attempts of many well- 
meaning persons in this direction, 
who try to comfort with their own 
fancies rather than with the sure 
Word of God, oftentimes do more 
harm than good. But the one who 
knows s his Bible, and what it has 
to sax upon the subject of death 
and of the future, will be able to 
bind up many a broken heart. 
Jesus declared in the synagogue 
at WNazareth, that God had 
anointed Him to heal the broken- 
hearted (Luke 4:18), and every 
follower of Jesus should seek an 
anointing for the same _ blessed 
work. The Bible abounds in pas- 
sages which are useful for this 
purpose, but the following are 
among those which experience 
proves to be most effective: 


“Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in 
me. In my Father’s house are 
if it were not so, 
I would have told you. I go to pre- 
pare a place for you. And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I 
will come again, and receive you 
unto myself; that where I am, 
there ye may be also.” 

“Peace I leave with you, my 
peace I give unto you: not as the‘ 


world giveth, give I unto you. Let: 


not your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid.’—John 14:1-3, 27. 

“Jesus answered and said unto 
him, What I do thou knowest. not 
now; but thou shalt know here- 
after.”—John 13:7. 

“Be still, and know that I am 
God: I will be exalted among the 
heathen, I will be exalted in the 
earth.”—Ps. 46:10. 

“And I heard a voice from 
heaven saying unto me, Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die 
an the Lord from henceforth: Yea, 
saith the Spirit, that they may 
vest from their labours; and their 
works do follow them.’—Rev. 14: 
io. 

“And he said, While the child 
was yet alive, I fasted and wept: 
for I said, Who can tell whether 
God will be gracious to me, that 
the child may live? But now he 
es dead, wherefore should I fast? 
can I bring him back again? I 


: 


shall go to him, but he shall. not 
return to me.”—II Sam. 12:22, 23. 
“But I would not have you to 
be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
them which are asleep, that ye 
sorrow not, even as others which 
have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which sleep in 
Jesus will God bring with him. For 
this we say unto you by the word 
of the Lord, that we which are 
alive and remain unto the coming 
of the Lord shall not prevent them 
which are asleep. For the Lord 
himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, with the voice of the 
archangel, and with the trump of 
God: and the dead in Christ shall 
rise first: Then we which are 
alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the 
clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
air: and so shall we ever be with 
the Lord. Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.”—I 
Thess. 4:13-18. (I have found this 
the most comforting of any single 
passage in the Word of God.) 


“Therefore we are always con- 
fident, knowing that, whilst we 
are at home in the body, we are 
absent from the Lord: (For we 
walk by faith, not by sight:) We 
are confident, I say, and willing 
rather to be absent from the body, 
and to be present with the Lord.” 


—II Cor, 5:6-8. 


“IT am in @ strait betwixt two, 
having a desire to depart, and to 
be with Christ; which is far bet- 
ter.”—Phil. 1:23. 

“So also is the resurrection of 
the dead. It is sown in corruption; 
it is raised in incorruption: It is 
sown in dishonour; it is raised in 
glory: it is sown in weakness; it 
is raised in power: It is sown a 
natural body; it is raised a spirit- 
ual body. There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body,” 

“And as we have borne the 
wnage of the earthy, we shall also 
bear the image of the heavenly.’ 

“For this corruptible must put 
on incorruption, and this mortal 
must put on immortality. So when 
this corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall 
have put on immortality, then 
shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory. O death, where is 
thy sting? O grave, where is thy 
victory? The sting of death is sin; 
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The 
Greatest Sermons 


Published In 
This Generation 


Yes, we believe that the sermons 
by some of America’s leading 
preachers, for which we recently 
awarded $1,750 in cash prizes, are 
the greatest sermons on vital public 
issues to be published in a genera- 
tion! So that you may get these 
sermons on Catholicism and cults, 
on communism and socialism, on 
worldliness, on science and the Bible, 
and on modernism, into the homes 
and hands of friends who need 
them, we are offering THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD six full months for 
twenty-six twelve-page issues for 
only $1, in groups of five or more 
subscriptions sent at one time! 

Over seventy-five sermons in all 
will be included in this six-month 
subscription (Canadian and foreign 
subscriptions $1.25 each). Address 
The Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, 
Illinois. Please hurry. These special 
sermons begin with the September 
10 issue. 


and the strength of sin is the law. 
But thanks be to God, which 
giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my 
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, 
unmoveable, always abounding in 
the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is 
not in vain im the Lord.’—I Cor. 
15 :42-44, 49, 53, 54-58. 

The worker must make a study 
of each individual case, and decide 
which of the passages given above 
will be most helpful in the specific 
case. Sometimes it will be found 
well to use them all. They should 
not be merely read, but dwelt 
upon, and their meaning explained 
and applied, wherever necessary. 
In all the reading and the explana- 
tion and the application, we must 
depend upon the Holy Spirit for 
His wisdom and power. 


X. Christians Who Have Not 
Received the Holy Spirit in 
Definite Enduement and 
Fullnéss for Soul 
Winning 

There are many professing 
Christians in our day who have 
not definitely received the Holy 
Spirit. They have not entered into 
the fullness of joy and peace and 
power that there is for us- in 
Christ. They are practically in the 
Same condition that the disciples 
in Ephesus were in until Paul 
came and put to them the ques- 
tion, ‘Have ye received the Holy 
Ghost?” (Acts 19.2) and the posi- 
tion that the believers in Samaria 
were in until Peter and John came 
down and “prayed for them, that 
they might receive the Holy 
Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them...)” (Acts 8: 
15, 16). There dre many today 
who are inquiring what they must 
do that they may receive the Holy 
Ghost, and there are others that 
ought to be asking this question. 
The personal worker should know 
how to show any one who has 
not received the Holy Spirit, just 
what he must do that he may 
receive the Holy Spirit. The fol- 
lowing are the steps that should 
be pointed out: 


1. The one who would receive 
the Holy Ghost must depend for 
his acceptance before God upon 
the finished work of Christ alone, 
and not upon anything he himself 
has done or can do. 


To make this point clear to the 
inquirer use Galatians 3:2: 

“This only would TI learn of you, 
RECEIVED YE THE SPIRIT BY 
THE WORKS OF THE LAW, OR 
BY THE HEARING OF FAITH?” 


This passage is often interpreted 
to mean that we receive the Holy 
Spirit by simply believing that we 
are going to receive Him. This 
is not at all the meaning of the 
passage as found in the context. 
The Christians in Galatia had 
been told by certain false teachers 
that came in among them, that in 


»+order to be justified it was not 


Please Mention 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


When Answering Advertisements 


Address all mail for the editor 
to him at Wheaton, Illinois. It 
will receive more prompt atten- 
tion than if mailed to him else- 
where, 


Save 20% On Books; August 
Sale Nearly Over 

I suggest that every reader who 
can, look over the list of books 
published by the Sword of the Lord 
and save 20% by getting your 
order in at once so you may get 
these August Sale prices. Save 
one-fifth of the regular retail 
price. Don’t forget to enclose post- 
age. And hurry! 


Praise God and Thanks to 
Many Friends! 

My heart runs over with grati- 
tude to God for helping us raise 
the $44,000 to pay final payment 
on the Presbyterian Church prop- 
erty in Wheaton. This is written 
beforehand, but already we are 
near the goal. The dear Lord 
answers prayer. And with all my 
heart I thank those who had a 
part in helping us purchase this 
property where we intend _ to 
build an adequate office building 
for Sword of the Lord work. God 
will repay, I know. 

Will you put this work in your 
prayer regularly, and ask God to 
raise up friends, to open doors, 
and to help us stir revival fires 
in the whole English-speaking 
world? 


An Earnest Plea From Korea 
For More Free Literature 


A warm personal letter from 
Missionary Fred Jarvis tells of 
great need for Sword of the Lord 
Literature in Korea. The mission- 
aries there need another large edi- 
tion of the editor’s booklet, “What 


Must I Do to Be Saved?” in thet 


}among Korean Christians. 


Korean language. Also they have 
translated the pamphlet, Hell! 
What The Bible Says About It, 
and the eight chapters of the book, 
The Soul-Winner’s Fire, and they 
long to start these circulating 
The 
first printing will be sold at nom- 
inal prices, and will form a re- 
volving fund for printing and dis- 
tribution of other Christian 
literature. The booklet, “What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?” as bes 
fore, will be given free. 

We have in the same mail a 
plea from India. We published 
“What Must I Do to Be Saved?” 
in six languages. Now the editions 
are exhausted in all but one of 


the Hindu languages. We could use. 


profitably $12,000 or $15,000 in the 
Free Literature Fund. Will you 
pray about it with us? 


Now Twelve Pages Weekly! 
In July and August we pub- 
lished seven issues of THE SwWorRD 
OF THE LorpD in the smaller eight- 
page size. Commercial advertising 
was less, our income was less, and 
so to save money, THE SWORD was 
cut down to eight pages. But be- 
ginning with September 1, we go 
back to the full twelve big pages 


every week, which is the regular, 


size of THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
We are sure our friends. will 
understand why, for seven issues, 
it was wise to use eight pages. 
Now for wonderful blessings in 
the months ahead in THE Sworp! 

Have you sent THE SworpD to 
neighbors, friends, and loved ones 
in oux introductory offer, six 
months for $1? Be sure to send 
five or more subscriptions at one 
time to get this rate. (Canadian 
and foreign subscriptions are $1.25 


for six months.) Address Wheaton,” 


Tllinois. 


enough to simply believe on Jesus 
Christ and His finished work, but 
in addition to this they must keep 
the Mosaic law regarding circum- 
cision. Paul, in the passage be- 
fore-us, shows them the folly of 
this position by appealing to their 
own experience. He calls to mind 
the fact that they had received 
the Holy Ghost not by keeping 
the Mosaic law, but simply by the 
hearing of faith, that is, by believ- 
ing God’s testimony regarding 
Christ and His atoning work, and 
resting in that for pardon. 

The first step then, toward re- 
ceiving the Holy Spirit, is to turn 


our eyes entirely away from our-: 


selves, and anything we ever have 
done or can do, and fix them upon 
Jesus Christ, and His atoning work 
on the cross, and depend upon that 
finished work of. Christ for our 
pardon and acceptance before God. 


2. The one who would receive 
the Holy Ghost must put away 
all sin. 


‘To make this clear to the in- 
quirer use Acts 2:38: 

“Then Peter said unto them, 
REPENT, and be baptized every 
one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, 
and YE SHALL RECEIVE THE 
GIFT OF THE HOLY GHOST.” 

This passage makes it clear that 
in order to receive the Holy Ghost 
we must repent. Repentance is a 
change of mind about Christ and 
a change of mind about sin. It is 
a change first of all from a Christ- 
rejecting attitude of mind, to a 
Christ-accepting attitude of mind. 
This is involved in what has been 
already said regarding the first 
step, but there must also be a 
change of mind regarding sin; a 
change of mind from a sin-loving 
and sin-indulging attitude of mind, 
to a sin-rejecting attitude of mind, 
that is, we must renounce all sin. 
One of the commonest hindrances 
to the receiving of the Holy Spirit, 
is holding on to some sin. The 
worker should deal very faithfully 
at this point with the inquirer. 
Find out whether there is not 
some sin in the life that is not 


ftrenounced, Find if there is not 


some sin in the past that has not 
been confessed and straightened 
out. Instruct the inquirer to go 
alone with God and ask God to 
search his heart, and to show him 
anything in his life that is dlis- 
pleasing to Him. If anything is 
thus brought to light, insist that 
it must be renounced. Tell the in- 
quirer that every known sin must 
be given up. Dwell upon the fact 
that the Holy Spirit is the holy 
Spirit, and that He will not mani- 
fest Himself in His fullness in an 
unholy heart, that is, in a heart 
which holds on to sin. 


3. The one who would receive 
the Holy Spirit must. surrender 
his will absolutely to the will of 
God. 

To show this use Acts 5:32: 


“And we are his witnesses of 
these things; and so is also the 
Holy Ghost, whom God hath given 
TO THEM THAT OBEY HIM.” 


This passage shows that God 
gives the Holy Spirit to them 
that obey Him. Show that the es- 
sential thing about obedience is 
the attitude of the will, and that 
real obedience involves the abso- 
lute surrender of the will to God. 
Hold the inquirer to the necessity 
of such an absolute surrender to 
God. This is the point of difficulty 
in very many lives, Perhaps more 
people are kept out of the blessing 
of the conscious receiving of the 
Holy Spirit by a lack of absolute 
surrender than by any other one 
thing. In many an instance the 
Holy Spirit is given at once in 
fullness as soon as one is led to an 
absolute surrender of the will to 
God. If one will not thus surren- 
der, there is no use of trying to 
go further, God will accept no 
compromise at this point. 

4. The one who would receive 
the Holy Spirit should ask God for 
this definite gift. 


To show this to the inquirer 
use Luke 11:13: 


“If ye then, being evil, know how 


to give good gifts unto your chil- 

dren: how much more shall your 

heavenly Father give the Holy 
(Continued on page 8) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD Page Three { 


Our Bread Comes Back! 


(Continued from page 1) 


Raymond Rodgerson of Stacyville, 
Maine, wrote us recently, saying, 
“I was saved five years ago 
through your book, Bible Facts 
About Heaven. A few months later 
reading your book on The Home 
led me to consecrate my life to 
the Lord. We have nine children 
ranging in age from 15 years to 
15 months. All except the two 
youngest are saved and I attri- 
bute this largely to the help I 
have received from reading your 
books on Prayer and The Home. 
My husband was saved about a 
week after I was and because we 
have been unable to attend church 
some of the time THE Sworp or 
THE LorD has been a great source 
of. spiritual food and blessing to 
us. As God has enabled us we 
have sent it to many friends and 
relatives and believe it to be un- 
surpassed for a clear testimony 
to the unsaved and help to those 
already saved.” 
oe * he 

A sailor in Uncle Sam’s Navy 
and a soldier for God, Frank Hurd, 
Jr., wrote us from the Philippines, 
“....1if it hadn’t been for your 
testimonies in books and sermons 
then I do not doubt that I would 
be out on the streets of Manila, 
drunk, and living and serving the 
DOVE. 


*k * oi 


Young Convert Gets Friend Saved 


Mrs. Pearl Markovich writes 
from McKeesport, Pennsylvania, 
“T’ve read your booklet, ‘What 


Must I Do to Be Saved?’ I gavea 
copy to an unsaved friend and she 
accepted Christ as her personal 
Saviour after not going to church 
for nine years, outside of her son’s 
wedding and my baptism. 

“IT am a young Catholic convert 
myself and want to get the Gospel 
out but am so new and unlearned 
that this booklet is just the thing 
that I need....” 

i * * 

Mr. and Mrs. C. A. Persigo of 
Shelbyville, Missouri, were sent 
a birthday gift ‘subscription by 
their son about a year ago. Now 
they write, “It at once became our 
favorite religious paper and we 
read and enjoy all of it. We sent 
a subscription to a daughter in 
Illinois whose husband would not 
go to church. He has since been 
saved. We also sent it to a young 
student minister who seemed to be 
lacking in faith.... 


“We never destroy a copy but 
pass them on to others.:We are 
Presbyterians but we think THE 
Sworp is good for all denomina- 
tions. 

“God bless all who help make 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD such a 
grand paper.” 


From La Mesa, California, Mrs. 
W. H. Davis writes to say, “I want 
you to know how much I enjoy 
reading THE SWorRD OF THE LORD. 
It has been a great blessing to 
me and through its sermons, I 
came to realize my sinful con- 
dition and depending on Jesus to 
change my heart and forgive my 


eens 


sins, I have accepted Him as my 
own Saviour. By His help, I will 
try to live for Him the rest of 
my life.” 
* * k 
SWORD Prepares Christian to 
Win Soldier 

A happy WwW. T. Weymouth 
wrote from Greenville, South 
Carolina, to say, “A few weeks 
ago the Lord used me to lead a 
soldier to Christ, for which I am 
very grateful. Humanly speaking, 
I don’t think he would have 
trusted Christ if I had not been 
helped so much the day before by 
a sermon I read in THE Sworp 
OF THE LorpD—Ye Are The 
Branches,’ by Andrew Murray. I 
kept trying to abide in Christ 
while I spoke to him. It was cer- 
tainly a wonderful sermon, and a 
great help....” 
: ve of of 
Hardened Sinner Softened 

Through SWORD 


Another friend writes, “One 
of the men to whom I anony- 
mously sent THE Sworp was 


told some several months back 
that he had. a cancer and 
that his days were numbered. 
My pastor and many others had 
endeavored to reach this‘ man’s 
soul, but he refused to even dis- 
cuss it. Early this year I wrote 
him an appealing letter and en- 
closed one of the little booklets, 
‘What Must I Do to Be Saved?’, 
and sent it to him unsigned. The 
Lord impressed me with the neces- 
sity of speed, so I followed this 
up with a subscription to THE 
SworD. He lived just a few short 
weeks, but I learned that THE 
Sword blessed him beyond 
measure and that HE MADE A 
PROFESSION OF HIS FAITH to 
my pastor before he went to be 
with the Lord. In the words of 


“Thank you, and God bless you 
all in your wonderful work for 
Him,” 

* * * 

Japanese Convict Converted 

Through “What .. .” 

David H. Johnson, the General 
Director of the Evangelical Al- 
liance Mission, kindly sent us the 
prayer letter of their missionaries, 
Rev. and Mrs. John Reid. In that 
letter they quote the testimony 
of convict Furukoshi-San: “My 
life in that prison became just 
a living, dead carcass. But, in that 
life I recognized my crime, which 
I committed and realized for the 
first time of my sin and I re- 
pented myself severely. How I 
desired to escape from that life 
that nailed my body and soul un- 
movable! One day I asked the 
convict next to me to lend me 
something to read if he had it. The 
booklet which he lent me was en- 
titled: ‘What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?’ by John R. Rice, who is 
an evangelist in America. I could 
not understand the meaning at 
first. In that booklet was written 
the verse from the Bible: ‘All 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.....’” 

Furukoshi-San went on to tell 


how he found peace and joy in 
Christ, then saying, “Oh, the joy 
of that morning! Freedom- ofthe 
body and my spiritual joy because 
of the Lord Jesus! I cannot ex- 
press that joy by my words nor 
by pen. 

“At present, I am desiring to 
consecrate my whole life to God 
who grants my daily living. I have 
faith that Christ lives in nie. I 
want to live for the only purpose 
of rendering service for the salva- 


tion of many of my people who} 


live in sin,” 

And Rev. Johnson adds the 
postscript, “I do not know the 
exact count on the number of 
copies of translations of your 
books gotten out by our Word of 
Life Press in Japan. However, I 
do know they have done a splendid 
work and we are all very grate- 
ful for what you have done to 
help us get the Gospel out to the 
people in Japan.” 

oo x oe 

From Livermore, California, 
Nettie Ford writes us, “You will 
never know this side of Heaven 
how many souls you have brought 
to Christ through your writings, 
brother. A dear friend of mine who 
never had thought of his soul’s 
need, who lived for this world 
and its pleasures, was laid low by 
a stroke. I read to him daily and 
brought him your literature. To- 
day he is an earnest follower of 
the dear Lord. Time will not per- 
mit me to tell you of our Muin- 
ister and the many relatives who 
have been blessed and helped.” 


“What. . .’ Made Her Think 

From Mrs. George Thompson 
of Mansfield, Ohio, we received 
an order for some “What Must I 
Do to Be Saved?” booklets. She 
added, “I was lying in bed in 
the hospital in my city, when a 
young lady brought this tiny book- 
let into my room. I was too ill to 
ask many questions, but when she 
left, I- started to read—and so 
many things were cleared up for 
me, and made understandable, 
that I would very much like to 
place the books in the hands of 
my friends. Am sure they will be 
helped as I have been. 

“God bless you, and help you to 
keep up the good work. This book 
answers a great need in the hearts 
of thinking people; in fact, it 
makes people think.” 

a % k 


Someone sent Mrs. Hubert Fel- 
ker, Jr., a copy of “What...” and 
now she writes, “I received your 
booklet quite sometime ago, but 
never took time to read it all 
through until this morning. I have 
been grieving over my sins for 
the past month or so. This morn- 
ing I realized that is not what 
God wants—that Jesus Christ has 
paid for our sins and we need not 
mourn over them. 

“Thank God you prepared this 
booklet for through its words I 
have received Jesus Christ as my 
own Saviour.” 

at SS * 

Church Member Gets Saved 

Reading “All Have Sinned” 

A friend sent THE SWORD OF THE 
Lorp as a gift to Martha Lane in 


(Continued on page 5) 


Fourteen Baptist churches in the Decatur, Illinois, area united in a two-weeks’ campaign, July 7- 
25, with Evangelist Homer Britton. Pictured is part of the crowd gathered to hear the evangelist. 
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Part of the great crowd that gathered each night to hear Evan- 
gelist Pete Riggs in united campaign at South Bend, Indiana. 


'saved, and ten rededicated their 


South Bend area co-operated. There 


The most recent meeting held by 
EVANGELIST DON WILSON, 
31 Second Avenue, Watervliet, 
New York, was at the First Bap- 
tist Church of Homestead, Penn- 
sylvania, with twenty-two deci- 
sions for salvation and eleven for 
rededications. Then he was at the 
First Baptist Church of Montours- 
ville, Pennsylvania, Rev. Noah 
Fehl, pastor. Thirty souls were 


lives during the campaign. Harold 
Richards was the song leader, and 
Clark Bedford, pianist and trump- 
eter. August 8-15 the team was 
at Neptune, New Jersey. 

* * * 


July 9 marked the close of the 
3-week “Key to Life” campaign 
with EVANGELIST PETE RIGGS 
as evangelist, in South Bend, In- 
diana. Twenty-one churches of the 


were 423 recorded decisions, each 
of which is being followed up by 
cooperating pastors. Music for the 
campaign was provided by a 100- 
voice choir directed by George 


Poole, the local Youth for Christ 


Evangelists 


REPORTS FROM AMERICA’S OUTSTANDING SOUL WINNER? 


By the Editor 


director. The meetings were held 
in a large tent. 
s * * 

EVANGELIST HOMER BRIT- 
TON and Song Leader Steve Tay- 
lor recently closed a most succéss- 
ful. two-and-one-half week’s City- 
Wide Baptist Tent meeting with 
all of the fourteen Baptist church- 
es of the Decatur, Illinois, ‘area 
co-operating in the meeting. There 
were 140 decisions for Christ 
ing the meeting. Despite the rec- 
ord heat wave during the tirst 
week, the tent was filled and many 
nights was overflowing. Several 
outstanding conversions high- 
lighted the meeting held Juiy T- 
2), one of which was an eighty- 
four year old mother. All of the 
co-operating pastors spoke of the 
evident blessing that has resulted 
in this initial Baptist Co-operative 
attempt, and were praising God 
for the consistent messages nigh 
after night that challenged Chris- 
tians and unsaved alike. One real 
token of the meeting is the re- 
port that some of the pastors have 


(Continued on page 5) 
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First: Bob Jones University is 
not a denominational school. It 
really is not interdenominational. 
It is non-denominational. It does 
not appeal primarily to ecclesias- 
tical organizations but to individu- 
al Christians who believe in the 
“old-time religion” regardless of 
their denominational affiliation. 
Bob Jones University’s emphasis 
is the type of emphasis that is 
constructive and does not cause 
controversy among individual spir- 
itual, orthodox Christians. 

Second: Bob Jones University 
gives the strongest possible em- 
phasis to the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith such as—the Bible 


J. Dob Jones 


| 


is the Word of God; Jesus Christ 


was the virgin-born Son of God; |its 


He died a vicarious, substitutional | 
death on the cross; He arose the) 
third day bodily from the dead; | 
He ascended into Heaven. Men are | 
saved by grace through faith in| 
His atoning blood. 


Third: I have been in evangelis- | 
tic work for many years, and T 
have never had to compromise to | 
get the support of God’s really, 
born-again Christian people. Any | 
really born-again Christian who; 
has a passion for souls is at heart | 
for the emphasis which Bob Jones | 
University gives in this day of | 
compromise and pussyfooting. Bob } 
Jones University does not try to, 
sell a program, It has set up a 
real, honest-to-goodness, con- | 
structive Gospel program; and we 
are sure that all who have an ai- 
finity for that which is uncom- 
promisingly spiritual and evangel- 


» 


istic are for Bob Jones University, 
that is, when they know what we 
have. 

Fourth: We.are looking forward 
to the coming school year, which 
begins September 8. We have faith 
to believe it will be the best year 
we have ever had. We are ask- 
ing you Christian people to pray 
for us. We are going to endeavor 
to give a stronger soul-winning 
emphasis than ever; and we 
know .the Lord always blesses a 
real, honest-to-goodness, construc- 
tive soul-winning effort. 

Fifth: We are asking all of you 
Christians who are interested in 
the work being done at Bob Jones 
University and who are really for 
aggressive, uncompromising 
fight for the fundamentals of the 
faith and its effort to train cul- 
tured Christian young people to 
go out to the ends of the earth 
as soul winners to invest some of 
the Lord’s money in the work oF 


the institution. God has been good 


to the University; but we need 
money, not only for our Student 
Loan Endowment Fund and our 
Missionary Fund, but for new 
buildings that we must, if the 
Lord tarries, erect on this cam- 
pus in order to take care of the 
students who want to come to 
this base of Christian testimony 
and Christian training. Whatever 
the Lord leads you to do will be 
ereatly appreciated. ; 
BOB JONES, FOUNDER 
BOB JONES UNIVERSITY 
GREENVILLE, S. C. 
(Advertisement) 
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Evangelist John R. Rice, Editor 
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Page Five 


Our Bread Comes Back! 


(Continued from page 3) 


Chattanooga, Tennessee. In writ- 

ing of her appreciation for the 

gift, Miss Lane said, “Dr. Rice, 

I would also like to tell you that 

I was saved while reading your 

book, For All Have Sinned, two 

years ago. I had been a church 
member for six years, but had 
never realized my lack of salva- 
tion until I read the book. You 
know my gratitude which is not 
expressible.” . 
* * *~ 

Englishman Quits Modernism 

From Cambridge, England, H. 
F. Cox wrote the editor, “I have 
just read your grand book, Is 
Jesus God? I am writing to you 
telling you what a great differ- 
ence reading the book has made 
to my religious outlook. No more 
modernism for me! I would like 
to thank you very much for your 
book. It should be in every home 
in the world....” 

*K * * 

A friend in Tulsa, Oklahoma, 
wrote us for ten copies of “What 

” in the Japanese edition. She 
also told us, “Already one Jap- 
anese war bride has _ accepted 
Christ as her Saviour and I be- 
lieve this little booklet was partly 
responsible. ...” 

m uk * * 

From West Virginia comes an 
order for 100 copies of “What...” 
and the news: “I ordered 100 of 
them some time ago and have 
used them with great success. I 
have had as many as six different 
people tell me how much‘ they 
were helped.” 

The writer went on to tell es- 
pecially of one man who had pro- 
fessed Christ in a revival meeting 
but could not get assurance. Said 
he, ‘I sent him one of your ‘What 
Must I Do to Be Saved?’ and he 
sent me word that that was the 
thing he had been needing. So we 
are praising the Lord for another 
victory ....”” : 


Will You Help Us Get Out 
the Gospel Bread? 


Last year there were 673 people 
who wrote us that they had ac- 
‘cepted Christ, or definitely knew 
of others who had, through The 
Sword of the Lord literature. It 
should have been—and it could 
have been—many, many times 
that number. 


How? It’s just a matter of 
simple arithmetic! Surely you will 
agree that an earnest soul winner 
who works at getting people saved 
8 hours a day will do twice the 

~ good that he would working 4 
hours a day. A man who gives 
out 10,000 tracts will see twice the 
fruit that he would if he only 
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gave out 5,000. The radio evangel- 
ist who has a program on two 
2,000 watt stations will get twice 
the results that he would if he 
only had a program on one. Every- 
one will agree to this logic. 

If we at The Sword of the Lord 
can get out twice as much litera- 
ture this coming year as we did 
last, we can see double the results. 
If we could get out three times 
as much of. our Gospel bread, we 
could triple our usefulness and 
fruit. That makes good sense! 

But this is no one man proposi- 
tion! We need help! We need your 
help! Let me tell you how you 
can help us, how you can serve 
God, how you can store’ up 
heavenly treasures which will 
never fade away. First, you can 
pray. Pray for Dr. Rice and his 
consecrated staff of workers. Pray 
for the funds to be supplied in 
order that the work might be 


enlarged and multiplied. Pray for 
the Word as it goes out in printed 
form. 

Second, you can subscribe to 
THE SworD OF THE Lorp for loved 
Ones and friends, both saved and 
unsaved. The testimonies in this 
article show clearly that THE 
Sworp in the hands of the lost, 
gets results, 

Third, you could give out copies 
of “What Must I Do to Be 
Saved?”, “All Have Sinned,’ “A 
Good Man Lost and A Bad Man 
Saved,’ and other sin-convicting, 
Christ-exalting books and book- 
lets. | “ 

Fourth, you could make sacrifi- 
cial offerings to THE Sowrp oF 
THE LorD to be used in the free 
literature fund or wherever there 
was a definite need. 


Fifth, you can boost THE Sworp 
OF THE LorD to your friends and 
acquaintances wherever you go. 
Tell them what THE Sworp has 
meant to you in your life. 

Will you help us? 


— THE END — 


The Preservation 


(Continued from page 4) 


heaps and streets of long-perished 
civilization, the scholars unearth- 
ed contemporary records of the 
daily life of the people. Among 
other things they found that the 
people wrote of their affairs on 
thin, flimsy sheets called papyri, 
made from the stalk of the papy- 
rus plant which grows profusely 
along the banks of the Nile. Else- 
where in the world these papyri 
sheets decayed and were destroy- 
ed, but in Egypt, under the sands, 
protected from the ravages of 
the elements, they were perfectly 
preserved. — 


Reading these bits and frag- 
ments from the pens of those an- 
cient peoples, the scholars made an 
outstanding discovery. It was once 
thought that the language of the 
Greek New Testament was a 
special, holy, different kind of 
language, used just in the Bible, 
not to be found in any other lit- 
erature of the world. The papyri 
changed all that. To the joy and 
delight of the archaeologist it was 
discovered that the common ordi- 
mary, everyday language of the 
people was the language of the 
Greek New Testament, now cal- 
led Koine Greek. The discovery 
served to explain many idioms of 
the Bible. But it did far more, As 
the scholars continued to unearth 
these ancient papyri manuscripts 
from the waste and rubbish heaps 
of the cities of Egypt, they found 
many parts of the sacred Scrip- 
tures and many verifications that 
the Greek words used in the Gos- 
pels and the. Epistles were current 
in everyday life. The Bihle be- 
came even more a loving, pulsat- 
ing book. 


Our Assurance of the True 
Word of the Text 


It is thus that from every part 
of the ancient _world, from the 
tombs, from the rubbish heaps, 
from the libraries, from the writ- 
ings of the Fathers, from the ver- 
sions, there comes evidence piled 
on top of evidence for the authen- 
ticity of the text of the Word of 
God. The multiplication of these 
ancient manuscripts is unbeliev- 
able. They come from every part 
of the ancient world, and they 
cover every portion of the New 
Testament and of the whole Bible. 
For example, one scholar esti- 
mates that there are 4,105 ancient 
Greek manuscripts of the New 
Testament. It has also been vari- 
ously estimated that there are as 
many as 15,000-30,000 Latin ver- 
sions of the Holy Scriptures. Be- 
side these, there are at least 1,- 
000 other early versions of . the 
Sacred Word. When all those thou-. 
sands of documents are checked, 
compared, combined, grouped, stu- 
died, we have a certain and final 


answer regarding the text. 
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of the Word... 


When we remember that there 
is but a single manuscript that 
preserves the annals of Tacitus; 
when we remember that there is 
but a single manuscript that pre- 
serves the Greek Anthology; when 
we remember that the manuscripts 
of Sophocles, of Thucydides, of 
Euripides, of Virgil, of Cicero, are 
most rare and the very few in 
existence are, for the most part, 
very late; then we can see with 
what profusion of evidence God 
supported the truth of the tran- 
scription of His Sacred Word. 


With complete and perfect as- 
surance I can pick up my Bible 
and know that I read the revealed 
Word. of God. The God who in- 
spired it also took faithful care 
that it be exactly preserved 
through the fire and the blood of 
the centuries. When Jesus went 
away He said to His disciples: 
“These things have I spoken un- 
to you, being yet present with 
you. But the Comforter, which is 
the Holy Ghost, whom the Fath- 
er will send in my name, he shall 
teach you all things, and bring 
all things to your remembrance, 
whatsoever I have said unto you” 
(John 14:25-26). The same bless- 
ed Paraclete, the Holy Spirit of 
God, who brought to the remem- 
brance of the disciples the spoken 
word of Jesus that it might be- 
come. indelible in the written. word, 
also preserved the sacred writing 
from mutilation and destruction. 


John sealed the last page of the 
Sacred Scriptures with these awe- 
some sentences: “For I testify un- 
to every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this 
book, If any man shall add unto 
these things, God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written 
in this book: and if any man shall 
take away from the words of the 
book of this prophecy, God shall 
take away his part out of the 
book of life, and out of the holy 
city, and from the things which 
are written in this book” (Rev. 22: 
18,19). The Ancient of Days, 
through the centuries since, has 
kept the holy books as they were 
written. Where there have been 
the slightest additions or deletions 
or changes we know it and can 
easily separate the glosses from 
the true and inspired text. Each 
line, each letter, each syllable, has 
been kept for us even as the 
holy men of God spoke and wrote, 
“moved by the Holy Spirit” (II 
Pet.. 1:21). 


(From the book, THESE ISSUES WE 
MUST FACE, published by Zondervan 
Publishing House, used by permission. 
Fourteen chapters, price, $1.75, from Sword 
of the Lord. Add 15c postage.) 


on all Sword books during August. See 
order blank on page 7. 


With The 


Evangelists 


(Continued from page 3) 


already baptized converts, while 
others are preparing to do so. 
Rev. Cecil Lewis, Executive Sec- 
retary of the campaign, and assist- 
ant pastor of Riverside Baptist. 
Church, wrote: “Though the Bap- 
tists are often criticized’ for fight- 
ing among themselves, we Bap- 
tists of Decatur, by the grace of 
God, have proved that it is not 
necessarily so and that Baptists 
can work together in soul-winning 
efforts. We commend _ Brother 
Britton to other Baptist groups for 
his fearless, Bible-based preach- 
ing that strengthens the. position 
of the churches.” 
cs * * 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST EDDIE WAGNER conducted 
a union revival campaign with the 
Lagro Township group of church- 
es, June 21 to July 4. There were 
17 regular services during the 
campaign which resulted in 77 con- 
versions and 25 rededications. Mr. 
Leroy Faust is chairman of this 
good group in Urbana, Indiana. 
This is the third year of this unit- 
ed revival effort with about six 
churches co-operatng. It was felt 
by many that this was the fin- 
est campaign of the six years. Mr. 
and Mrs. MacMurray of Erie, 
Pennsylvania, had charge of the 
musical program. Services were 
conducted in a large tent. 

Others interested in securing the 
services of Evangelist Eddie Wag- 
ner may write to him directly or 
to Evangelist Bill Rice, 214 West 
Wesley, Wheaton, Illinois. 


* * * 


SWORD friends will rejoice 
with us and with EVANGELIST 
BOB OUGHTON over a great vic- 
tory in Albuquerque, New Mexico, 
in a recent campaign. There were 
32 outright conversions to Christ, 
and many more rededications. Aft- 
er this campaign, the evangelist 
and his pianist, -Bud Whiteside, 
went to California for a series of 
‘one night revivals’ during the 
month of August, with Youth for 
Christ rallies on Saturday nights. 


* * 2k 


Sword of the Lord EVANGEL- 
IST LLOYD BARDOWELL con- 
ducted a splendid revival cam- 
paign with the Peoples Missionary 
Baptist Church of Rocky Mount, 
North Carolina. The pastor, Broth- 
er Moody Roberts, wrote Evangel- 
ist Bill Rice (Staff director) a 
follows: ; 

“Dear Brother Rice: 

“When Brother Bardowell came 
to us on June 6, we had only 31 
members. The church was one year 
old, having grown from 18 to 31. 
When he left after the service on 
the night of June 20, we had 46 
members. Our hearts have been 
rejoicing ever since! We praise 
God for the ministry of Lloyd 
Bardowell under the power of the 
Holy Spirit. He is a great soul 
winner, 

“One thing I as a pastor par- 
ticularly like about Brother Bar- 
dowell is his interest in the local 
church. He referred to the church 
here as ‘our church.’ It truly seem- 
ed as if he were as much interest- 
ed in building this church as in 
building one of his own. He sought 
to turn those converted in his 
meeting into the membership of 
this church. There were about 20 
public professions in the two 
weeks, and about ten others made 
decisions in their homes who did 
not come to this church. Fifteen 
united with us during those two 
weeks. 

“So much do we appreciate his 
ministry with us that while he 
was here, we invited him to re- 
turn to us next year... ee 

“Yours in Christ’s name,” 

(signed) H. Moody Roberts 

Peoples Missionary Baptist 

Church 

Rocky Mount, North Carolina, 

Evangelist Lloyd Bardowell has 
just conducted a splendid revival 
campaign with the First Baptist 
Church of Bushnell, Illinois. Har- 
old Lane is the upstanding pastor 
of this church. There were 28 
first-time decisions for Christ dur- 
ing the meeting, and exactly 65 
rededications. Ten families pledged 
‘to meet together daily for pray- 
er and family devotions. There 
were 20 new decisions to tithe 
among the people. The church has 
taken in over 20 new members 
because of this revival, and Broth- 
er Lane fgels that it was probably 
the best in the entire history . 03 
the church. 


Those wishing to secure the 
services of Evangelist Bardowell 
may write him-in care of this 
paper, | 

. . 

Evangelist Bill Rice, director of 
the Sword Staff of Evangelists, 
feels that you would be interested 
in the reports on four recent re- 
vival campaigns by Staff EVAN- 
GELIST J. OSCAR WELLS. Dr. 
Wells is not only a_ powerful 
preacher, but is unusualHy success- 
ful at enlisting the co-operation of 
the local church members for vis- 
itation and personal work. 

In April, Dr. Wells was with the 
Hickory Street Baptist Church of 
Dallas, Texas, where there were 
49 conversions, many rededica- 
tions, and 17 family altars estab- 
lished. His next revival campaign 
was with the Tabernacle Baptist 
Church of Buffalo Springs, Vir- 
ginia, where there were 40 con- 
versions, 86 rededications, and 
exactly 20 home altars established. 
The third campaign was with the 
Second Baptist Church of Golds- 
boro, North Carolina, where there 
were 30 conversions and 15 rede- 
dications. The fourth revival cam- 
paign was with the Boulevard 
Heights Baptist Church of Wash- 
ington, D. C., where there were 
51 conversions, 13 rededications, 
and 12 family altars established. 

Pastors and interested persons 
may contact Dr. Wells in care of 
this paper, or may write to the 
director of the staff, Evangelist 
Bill Rice, 214 West Wesley, Wheat- 
on, Illinois. 


on Life-Changing Pamphlets 


What a difference these 30 
pamphlets by, Dr. Rice can make 
in your lifel See how many of 
your questions they will answer! 
Each pamphlet is 5” x 8%”, with 
24 to 40 pages, attractive cover. 
Usually 15c each, and $4.00 a 
set, during August you may buy 
all 30 for only $3.20. Get your set 
nowl 
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God's Pay Da 


(Continued from page 1) 


deity existing only in their imag- 
ination. 
Our text also makes clear 


The Object of God’s Wrath 


While attending a special service 
several years ago I witnessed an 
incident which left most of the 
congregation abashed. The church 
which provided its setting was not 
the kind where one would anti- 
cipate the unusual. It was staid, 
stiff, and obviously proud of its 
boasted culture and prestige. But 
that night the unexpected happen- 
ed! 

Apparently those participating 
in the service had been asked to 
tell the story of some outstanding 
experience from their past which 
made God’s presence seem most 
real. As varied as the individuals 
themselves, the testimonies com- 
prised a striking chapter of how 
God works in the everyday lives 
of ordinary men and women. The 
service, helpful and impressive up 
to this point, was a pleasant sur- 
prise. : 

Then a young lady, perhaps 
nineteen or twenty, stood to relate 
her experience, ‘““My story” she be- 
gan, “is altogether unlike any oth- 
er related tonight.’’ There was no 
reason to question her sincerity 
as she continued: “My childhood 
home was unchristian in every 
sense of the word. I came from a 
godless background. I had no con- 
ception of what it means to be a 
child of God until several years 
ago when I happened to attend a 
church some miles away. There, 
for the first time, I heard the 
call of Christ. Later I yielded my 
heart. to Him and was given birth 
into His kingdom. But having no 
Christian background, and lacking 
needed instruction, I continued liv- 
ing much the same as before. Fre- 
quently, therefore, my new-found 
joy was interrupted by times of 
depression when it seemed a cloud 
came between me and my Saviour. 
I was greatly vexed by these per- 
iods of dimmed fellowship,” she 
confessed, “and hungered for the 
peace of His abiding presence. But 
no one had told me a Christian 
should shun worldly pleasures, nor 
had anyone explained their detri- 
ment to victorious Christian liv- 
ing. 

“Then, one night following one 
of my periodic excursions back in- 
to the world, God made it all 
clear! Had not the times of de- 
parted joy always followed my 
participation in the practices of 
the old life? Was not the spiritual 
depression which followed evidence 
that I had grieved the Spirit of 
God? Why had I been so slow 
catching on? In a moment, it 


seemed, the scales had fallen from 


my eyes. No sooner had God made 
it clear, than I slipped to my 
knees, asked His forgiveness, and 
surrendered the hollow pleasures 
once for all. 

“When I did,” she concluded, “TI 
experienced the blessing about 
which others tonight. have been 
telling. The glory of God was shed 
in my heart, and God’s presence 
became more real to me than ever 
before.”’ 

No sooner had she spoken these 
words than the woman who was 
in charge of the meeting grew 
scarlet with rage. ‘“The idea!’ she 
exploded. “In all my life I have 
never heard such nonsense! The 
whole story is ridiculous. I indulge 
in the so-called worldly pleasures, 
and I expect to keep right on do- 
ing so. I'll do so every night in 
the week if I want. to, and no 
crank could ever convince me 
what I do is wrong. With so much 
big sin in the world, things such 
as these don’t amount to a pica- 
yune in the sight of God. If you 
ask me, I think the lady’s words 
far-fetched and out of order.” 

A wave of embarrassment swept 
congregation. Some 
moved uneasily in their seats. Oth- 
ers sat in stunned silence. After a 
few minutes the service was con- 
cluded with the usual formalities, 
and the gathering dispersed. 

Rude, ungracious, the woman 


’ who led the meeting that night 


did more than display a lack of 
good breeding. Her tirade also 


- Jaid bare a gross ignorance of one 


of the basic teachings of Scripture 
coneerning God’s attitude toward 
sin. She had said that some sin 
doesn’t amount to a “picayune’”’ in 
the sight of God. But the Bible 
tells us, “. . . the wrath of God 


~ n 


is revealed from heaven against 
all ungodliness and unrighteous- 
ness of men.” 


No sin is exempt. God’s wrath 
reaches out to “all” ungodliness! 
That means the sin man excuses, 
the sin he justifies, the sin he 
overlooks, the sin he hides. In 
God’s sight, no sin is insignifi- 
cant. All sin has eternal conse- 
quences. All sin is the object of 
His wrath. 


In an attempt to ease their con- 
science and bolster their self- 
righteous ego, multitudes resort to 
the time-honored trick of classify- 
ing evil. Evil, particularly their 
own, is cleverly wrapped into tidy 
bundles and labeled by such in- 
nocent names as “trivial sin,” 
“harmless sin,’ ‘excusable sin,” 
“little sin,’ and the like. Even the 
blackest sin is dressed up in pretty 
pastel shades. But in God's sight, 
sin is sin. And no matter how man 
may classify it or minimize it, He 
tells us clearly that its wage is 
eternal doom. 

The same “yesterday, today and 
forever,’ God’s hatred for un- 
righteousness is not diminished by 
passing years. Sin, whatever its 
nature; sin, wherever its loca- 
tion; sin, however small its pro- 
portions, always incites His venge- 
ance. “The soul that sinneth, it 
shall die” is the unmistakable, un- 
alterable, unqualified pronounce- 
ment of the Almighty. 

Further observation of our text 
indicates 


The Basis of God’s Wrath 

Although the Scriptures abound 
with declarations of the wrath of 
God, declarations often accompa- 
nied by the strongest accessory 
language, they are careful not to 
give the impression that God is 
vindictive or revengeful. God, who 
is love, because He is also the em- 
bodiment of perfect holiness, must 
of necessity hate evil, for holiness 
which once concedes that evil isn’t 
quite so evil, or for any other 
reason become tolerant toward it, 
would thereupon immediately 
cease to be holy, God couldn’t re- 
main God and be lenient with evil. 

Man, on the other hand, tends 
to take a friendly attitude toward 
evil. Far from repenting of it, he 
often regards it as a “normal di- 
gression in his upward progress.” 

Appearing in many  newspa- 
pers throughout America is a syn- 
dicated article under the caption, 
“From Where I Sit.” Supposedly 
written by a kindly, seasoned old 
gent named Joe Marsh, the space 
in reality is purchased by The 
United States Brewers Foundation 
—that association whose avowed 
purpose it is to make every man, 
woman and youth in America an 
imbiber of beer. So the articles, 
although often a reflection of pop- 
ular thinking, are not choice bits 
of philosophy, as they would have 
you think; instead, they are biased 
and subtle propaganda of the beer- 
making industry. 

In one of his columns, “Joe 
Marsh” told a story of a man he 
called ‘Sober Hopkins.” Sober, it 
seems, always dipped his dough- 
nuts in his coffee. For years, Ma 
Hopkins had tried everything she 
could think of to break him of 
the habit. Then, one day, she con- 
ceived a new idea! And so the 
next morning when old Sober 
picked up his doughnuts, he found 
they were covered with thick frost- 
‘ing. Sober’s brows knit faintly, 
then the twinkling of understand- 
ing shone in his eyes as he broke a 
doughnut and—you guessed it— 
dunked it in his coffee. Ma Hop- 
kins’ chagrin was soon smothered 
‘by Sober’s lavish praise and his 
insistence that these were the best 
doughnuts ever. ' 

After Sober left for work, Ma 
Hopkins let curiosity get the bet- 
ter of her. And, as the story goes, 
Ma Hopkins liked the dunked 
doughnuts so much that from that 
day to this, both Sober and Ma 


Hopkins have been dunking their 


doughnuts together! 

Then “Joe Marsh” reviewed the 
story with an observation some- 
, thing like this: “. . . suppose there 
will always be two schools of 
thought: the school which says 
you must not dunk your dough- 
nuts, and the school which says 
you may; the school of thought 
which says it’s wrong to drink, 
and the school which says it’s 
right. Yes, I reckon there will 


always be two schools of thought 
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on every question. But,’’ he con- 
cluded, “in this land of freedom 
and friendliness, whichever is our 
opinion, let’s be lenient with oth-. 
ers; let’s afford every man the 
privilege of doing what he thinks 
best; let’s get along like brothers!” 

What a commentary! How like 
the easy-going tolerance with 
which modern man regards sin! 
Right and wrong are no longer 
clearly defined principles. Good 
and bad are only relative. Morals 
are a matter of opinion. What 
makes a thing evil is all in the 
way you look at it. As though 
life were a game in which each 
player writes his own rules, they 
base their superficial decisions in 
ethics on the impotent and hazar- 
dous motto, “Let your conscience 
be your guide!” 

But moral principles are neither 
created nor discarded to suit man’s 
whim. The very foundations of the 
universe are established upon the 
law of an all-holy, all-righteous 
God. God, not man, has set the 
standards, and everything which 
fails to measure up to those stand- 
ards is rank evil against which 
God’s wrath ts sure to strike. 


Even though earth and skies 
pass away, right will forever be 
right, and wrong will forever be 
wrong. As far removed as the 
east and the west in a universe of 
infinite dimensions, each moving in 
opposite directions, it would be in- 
sane to expect right and wrong to 
share a common destiny. All reason 
confirms the conviction that vice 
and virtue cannot possibly receive 
the same reward. The very exist- 
ence of Heaven with its bliss de- 
mands the existence of Hell with 
its punishment. 


The wrath of God “is revealed 
from heaven...” states our text. 
Because the God who reigns from 
Heaven is righteous; sin: must be 
punished. The very seat of divine 
holiness is the source of divine 
wrath. It could not be otherwise. 
It is this basic righteousness of 
God’s wrath which constitutes its 
most awful element, 


Adding to the solemnity of our 
text is the reminder of 


The Certainty of God’s Wrath 


There is real significance in the 
tense of this declaration. ‘The 
wrath of God is revealed,” says the 
authorized translation. ‘““The wrath 
of God is being revealed,” says 
the original. While the revelation 
of God’s wrath to the conscience of 
man is a standing one, ever pres- 
ent, ever active, wrath itself may 
still be in the future. That man 
may for the time being see no 
concrete evidence of God’s wrath 
against sin is neither here nor 
there. Postponement of God’s 
wrath must never be mistaken for 
its cancellation. Man need not now 
experience God’s wrath to be sure 
of its reality, for His Word, 
steadfast and sure, warns that its 
culmination and fulfillment is des- 
tined to come. Like the storing up 
of an electrical charge in the brew- 
ing storm, impending, accumulat- 
ing, the longer it is held back, the 
more terrific the blow when final- 
ly it strikes. . 

Yet, in willful disregard of His 
warning, the world today is full 
of people who knowingly break 
God’s law. Thinking of themselves 
as smart and modern, they like 
to relegate any reminder of com- 
ing judgment to a “Hell and brim- 
stone’ religion. I was asked to 
speak with such a person about 
his soul. “But be prepared,” said 
his friends, ‘“‘for he is a tough cus- 
tomer.” 

Now I have learned two im- 
portant lessons in dealing with 
‘men about their souls. First, it is 
seldom enough to convince a sin- 
ner that God loves him. What if 
He does? Whether or not God is 
concerned for him.matters little. 
Self-centered, preoccupied, he is 
‘all wrapped up in his own con- 
cerns. Second, I have learned that 
it is seldom enough to convince 
a sinner that he has broken the 
laws of God. He has broken other 
laws, hasn’t he?. And what hap- 
pened? Nothing! And so either 
approach is likely to fall on deaf 
ears, 

But sometimes the very man 
who spurns the love of God and 
flouts the law of God, will think 
twice before defying the wrath of 
God. So my approach to this so- 
called ‘hardened sinner” was made 
on the basis of the soul’s account- 
ability to Almighty God. I read 
and quoted from the Scriptures to 
show him that God will not toler- 
ate evil; that apart from salva- 
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“Building Fund Blessing 


Let's Finish tt! 


By Editor John R. Rice 


What praises overflowed our 
hearts, when. God moved His 
people to help, and thousands of 
dollars came in, enabling us to 
pay $41,000 in cash, on the Pres- 
byterian Church property, which 
has been purchased in Wheaton 
by the Sword of the Lord Founda- 
tion, as a site for a permanent 
office building. 


We gave a check for $41,000. 
We gave a note for $3,000 more, 
payable within thirty days. That 
arrangement was happily satis- 
factory with the Presbyterian 
church officials. However, they 
are building a new building, and 
will need the $3,000 soon. And 
we have given a note for that 
$3,000. 


I know that those who have 
been moved of God to help would 
say, “Let us finish the job!’’ God, 
who has helped us so greatly thus 
far, will not leave us. We are con- 
fident that this matter will be 
eared for right away. 

Besides the $3,000 yet to be 


paid on the final $44,000 payment, 
there have been some Building 
Fund expenses, including letters, 
postage, salaries of workers work- 
ing on Building Fund matters, etc. 
And these extra expenses should 
be paid, too. The money was ad- 
vanced out of our general fund, in 
the midst of the summer slump, 
and the money is greatly needed 
for the purposes for which it prop- 
erly belongs. So besides the $3,000, 
I trust God will help us to give 
more, to take care of these other 
expenses properly incurred for the 
Building Fund. 


I know that friendly readers will 
pray with us about this matter. 
And if God lays it on your heart 
to send a gift to finish the job 
and bring the Building Fund out 
in the clear, you may address 
your letter to Editor John R. Rice, 
the Sword of the Lord, Wheaton, 
Illinois. 

A receipt will be sent, of course, 


and every penny accounted for. 


tion through Christ, there is no 
escape from the’ punishment of 
His righteous wrath. 


The man’s reply was an old, 
treacherous argument, used as far 
back as the days of the apostles. 
“O, I wouldn’t be so sure about 
that,”’ said he in outward uncon- 
eern, “God can’t dislike sin as 
much as you say, seeing how 
much I have committed and how 


little. I have had to suffer for it.” 


“My friend,” I replied, “you de- 
ceive yourself. God has sounded a 
clear sobering warning just for 
you. Listen!” While he waited, I 
opened the Bible to the second 
chapter of Romans and read these 
words, “. . . Thinkest thou this, 
O man. . .that thou shalt escape 
the judgment of God? Or des- 
pisest thou the riches’of His good- 
ness and forebearance and long- 
suffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to re- 
pentance? But after thy hardness 
and impenitent heart treasurest 
up unto thyself wrath against the 
day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God; Who 
will render to every man accord- 
ing to his deeds” (Rom. 2:3-6)! 

Just because the sinner has so 
far escaped punishment must not 
be taken as a sign that God winks 
at his sin. The awfulness of retri- 
bution causes God to offer every 
opportunity for repentance before 
it is inflicted! Said the Apostle 
Peter, ‘The Lord is not slack 
concerning ‘his promise, as some 
men. count slackness; but is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that 
all should come to repentance” 
(II Pet. 3:9). 


The long-popular misinterpre- 
tation of God’s forbearance was 
once shared by a wicked farmer 
who missed no chance to boast 
of his defiance of God. The man’s 
land joined that of a godly, de- 
vout Christian whom he loved to 
ridicule and belittle. One day the 
godless fellow dreamed up a new 
scheme. Approaching his neighbor 
he said, “You believe there is a 
God who hears and answers pray- 
er? You believe there is a God who 
rewards the righteous and punish- 
es the guilty? Let’s put Him to 
test! This spring as you plow your 
ground and plant your seed, you 
pray that God will prosper you. 
As for me, when I plow my ground 
and plant my seed, I'll curse your 
God to His face. Then let’s see 
who has the bigger harvest!” 

That autumn, much to the sur- 
prise of many who had heard of 
the experiment, the harvest of the 
wicked farmer surpassed that of 
his devout neighbor. Bloating over 
the outcome, his prosperity only 


served to make him more blatant. 


That more might hear his boast, 
he wrote a letter to a near-by 
newspaper relating the whole sto- 
ry. “What other proof,” he asked 
in concluding the account, ‘does 
a man need to explode the myth 
that there is a God who rewards 
the righteous and punishes the 
guilty?” 

The newspaper published the 
man’s correspondence in full. But 


under it, the editor added this 
pertinent note: “Our sympathies 
go out to the writer of the above 
letter. Our friend has overlooked 
one mighty important fact: GOD 
DOESN’T SETTLE ALL HIS AC- 
COUNTS IN OCTOBER!” 

Never has the world been more 
wicked. Men and women on every 
continent are living as though 
there were no God. They recog- 
nize no power, they respect no 
authority, they observe no law 
which is not to their own liking. 
Having gotten away with so much 
evil on earth, they think they have 
hood-winked God Himself. But God 
doesn’t settle. all His accounts in 
October. What if the mills of God 
do grind slowly? They grind! And 
they grind exceedingly fine. Every 
warning sign forged in the work- 
shop of deity bears the reminder, 
“GOD’S PAYDAY IS ON ITS 
WAY.” 

The Scriptures constantly re- 
mind us of the vast difference be- 
tween the courts of Heaven and 
the courts of earth. Courts of 
earth are often influenced by pre- 
judice, but God will “. . .Render 
to every man according to “his 
deeds” (Rom. 2:6). 

Lawbreakers frequently attempt 
to “buy off” those who sit in 
judgment over them; but, ‘Neither 
their silver nor their gold shall be 
able to deliver them ‘in the day 
of the Lord’s wrath” (Zeph. 1:18). 

The guilty, appearing before the 
courts of earth, often rely upon 
“pull” and personal influence to 
escape the punishment due them; 
but such will never avail before 
the courts of Heaven, “For there 
is no respect of persons with God” 
(Rom. 2:11), 


Listen, my friend, still under 
the condemnation of sin, what de- 
fense will you make before the 
judgment bar of Heaven? Will 
you plead ignorance of God's law 
that you might escape His wrath? 
You deceive yourself. God holds 
you accountable, not only for what 


been given the oppertunity to 
know! Uncompromising are His 
words, “. . . aS Many as have sin- 
ned without the law shall perish 
without law: and as many as have 
sinned in the law shall be judged 
by the law” (Rom. 2:12). 

Perhaps you think you can. con- 
ceal your guilt? Perhaps you 
think no one knows? Have you 
forgotten the God of Heaven is 
the Judge of secrets (Rom. 2:16) 
and that “... all things are nak- 
ed and open unto the eyes of him 
with whom we have to do” (Heb. 
4:13)? : 

Bold, defiant, men may treat 
the courts of earth with utter 
contempt and sneer at those who 


— 


sit in judgment over them, but 


there will be none who dares 
sneer before the bar of the AI- 
mighty! None will hold contempt 
for the courts of Heaven. 

In the closing chapters in the 
written Word, God gives us a 
glimpse of the terror in the hearts 
of evil men on the day of judg- 
ment: “And the kings of the earth, 
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you know, but for what you have. 
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and the great men, and the rich 
men, and the chief captains, and 
the mighty men, and every bond- 
man, and every free man, hid 
themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains; And said 
to the mountains and rocks, fall 
on us, and hide us from the face 
of him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: 
For the great day of his wrath is 
come; and who shall be able to 
stand?” (Rev. 6:15-17). 


The stark reality of God’s day 
of reckoning is the most awesome 
fact in all the universe. This is 
one fact no wise person will dis- 
regard. Man, woman, boy and girl, 
whoever you are, face this start- 
ling truth: Someday you must 
stand before God! Think, for your 
sake, for the sake of your loved 
ones, think of what this means! 
Rev..Rex Burdick wrote: 


I dreamed that the great Judg- 
ment Morning 

Had dawned, and the trumpets had 
blown; 

I dreamed that the nations had 
gathered 
To judgment 
Throne. 


before the White 


F'rom the Throne came a bright, 
shining angel, 

And stood on the land and the 
sea: 

And swore with his hand raised to 
Heaven, 

That time was no longer to be. 


And oh, what a weeping and wail- 
ing, 

As the lost were told of their fate; 

They cried for the rocks and the 
mountains, 

They prayed, but their prayer was 
too late. 


The rich man was there, but his 
money 

Had melted and vanished away; 

A pauper he stood in the judg- 
ment, 

His debts were too heavy to pay; 


The great man was there, but his 
greatness, 

When death came, was left far 
behind! 

The angel had opened the records, 

Not a trace of his greatness could 
find... 


The moral man came to the judg- 
_ment, 

But his self-righteous rags would 
not do; 

The men who had crucified Jesus 

Had passed off as moral men, too. 


The souls who had put off salva- 
tion— 

“Not tonight; well get saved by- 
and-by; 

No time now to think of re- 
ligion”— 

At last, they had found time to 
die. 


And oh, what a weeping and wail- 
ing, 

As the lost were told of their fate; 

They cried for the rocks and the 
mountains, 

They prayed, but their prayer was 
too late! 


God’s tender love for the sinner 
can be felt in His most solemn 
warnings, for even these are de- 
signed to urge sinners to seek 


The Escape From God’s 
Wrath 


Permit me, friend, ere we part, | 


to ask a pertinent question: What 
have you planned for a way of 
escape from the penalty of your 
sin? Would you take the wings 
of the morning and go to the ut- 
termost parts of the sea? Behold, 
God is there! Would you crouch 
in the darkness of some under- 
ground vault, deep in the bowels 
of the earth? Behold, God is there! 
Would you take flight to a distant 
star, in some remote, far-off 
place in the sky? Behold, God is 
there! Never was there a fugitive 
whose attempt to escape has been 
so futile. 


Tis vain ‘to flee, 

The further you go 
The swing of justice 
Strikes the mightier blow! 


In all the universe there is 
only one hiding place! God, in in- 
finite love and at great price, has 
provided a Shelter! Christ is the 
Rock of Ages, cleft for sinners. In 
Him only is pardon. In Him alone 
is refuge from the scorching blast 
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What a wonderful love, that 
Christ the sinless One should die 
in the sinner’s stead. He, with 
measureless compassion for the 
lost, bore the punishment of man’s 
sin on Calvary’s cross! 


No matter how helpless you may 
be in the grip of evil, God offers 
forgiveness and peace in Christ if 
you will but take Him as your 
Saviour. Each soul is faced with 
just two alternatives: Sin and 
death on the one hand: Christ 
and life on the other. There is 
no other choice. Today, as you 
hear His voice, harden not your 
heart. Flee to Christ and live! 


-—— THE END — 


Temple Tour Ss 
to Bible Lands 
Planned for 1955 


A unique thirty-five day tour 
by air combining a visit to the 
Baptist World Alliance meeting in 
London with a tour of Bible Lands 
will be directed by Dr. George A. 
E. Salstrand of Temple Schools 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, July 
15-August 18, 1955. Anyone de- 
siring a folder on this tour which 
visits the historic spots of Europe 
and the Middle East, spending a 
week in and around Jerusalem, 
may secure the same by writing 
Dr. George A. E. Salstrand, Ten- 
nessee Temple Schools, Chattan- 
oogo, Tennessee. 


Those Trials 


(Continued from page 1) 


from the apostle’s letter, and after 
the lapse of all these _ years, 
though circumstances have chang- 
ed a great deal in the intervening 
period, yet even today, when life’s 
billows roll and the sky is dark 
and lowering, hard-pressed  be- 
lievers find here “a great calm.” 
Casting all their care upon Him, 
they find He is well able to “‘per- 
fect, stablish, strengthen and set- 
tle’ (chapt. 5, vss. 7 and 10). 


The vast majority of those who 
read these lines will agree that 
since they fled from the City of 
Destruction they have had many a 
Hill Difficulty to climb. The road 


‘which leads to the Celestial City 


is narrow and steep, and many an 
obstacle will be encountered en- 
route. However, just as one 
doesn’t mind the milestones so long 
as the road leads home, in like 
manner none need lose heart on 
the homeward trail to glory. 

“Tho’ the way may be long 

My Saviour is strong, 
And He holds my hand.” 


Three observations might be 
made as regards our text. Peter 
seems to Say: 


I. Regard Your Trials as 
Treasure 
“Trial...more precious 
gold.” 


Let’s look at it like this: Sup- 
posing someone was to offer you 
a gold nugget—some dear friend 
of yours whose integrity you could 
never doubt. Would you reject or 
accept it? I think I know what 
you would do! Persuasion would 
hardly be necessary! 
God permits a trial to come our 
way, a trial which the apostle 
says is MORE precious than gold, 
we shrink back and want rid of it. 
Actually, that testing experience 
is something of rare value, could 
we but see it like that. 


Paul speaks about being “poor, 
yet making many rich.” That 
might sound preposterous; how is 
it to be done? 


Well, here is a woman who has 
been bed-ridden for many years. 
She knows that she will never be 
able to use her limbs again. Day 
after day, week after week, she 
must remain in that room, seeing 
little or nothing of the outside 
world. Many find their way into 
that woman’s presence. Going 
there to comfort her? No, going 
to be comforted! 


She was such a radiant soul, 
ever happy in her Lord, despite 
her trying circumstances. Many a 
one she guided by her counsel, 
many were inspired by her forti- 
tude; to others her testimony was 
of inestimable blessing. 

The world called her poor, but 
she was the daughter of a King, 
and had been “enriched by Him.” 

James wrote of her type, “the 
poor... rich in faith.” Paul speaks 
of “the God of all comfort, who 
comforteth us in all our tribula- 
tion, THAT WE MAY BE ABLE 
TO COMFORT THEM WHICH 
ARE IN ANY TROUBLE, by the 
comfort wherewith we ourselves 
are comforted of God.” This choice 
soul had obviously grasped the 
significance of that, and was put- 
ting it into practice. 

It is most unlikely that you or 
I will ever have nuggets to hand 
around like the chap already men- 
tioned, but we can.be “rich toward 
God” and toward our fellow-men 
in other ways. We can tell this 
weary soul of One who was with 


than 


and Troubles 


Yet when’ 


can encourage another, perhaps 
one bereaved, by speaking of the 
sustaining: grace of ‘God, which 
we ourselves experienced in a 
Similar bereavement. 


I sometimes hear people referred 
to as having a “wealth” of ex- 
perience. That’s just the thing to 
share with others! 

But Peter seems to say some- 
thing» else: 


II, Regard Your Trials as 
Transient 


“For a season... ye are in heavi- 
ness.” 


Dear distressed one, your trials 
are not permanent, they’re pass- 
ing. The storm has been raging 
for some time now, but think not 
that it will last forever. The over- 
cast skies will clear again, and the 
sun will shine once more. Mean- 
while God has a purpose in those 
adverse circumstances. After all, 
it is the storm that makes the 
sailor, isn’t it? He doesn’t always 
sail in calm tranquil waters, and 
if he did, his knowledge of sea- 
manship would be very limited. 
Invaluable lessons are _ learned 
when on the sea of life some 
‘“Euroclydon”’ comes our way. We 
are not alone; He is with His own, 
and having said, “Let US pass 
over to the other side,” we can 
rely with absolute confidence upon 


“Even the wind and the sea obey 
him.” 

‘ Job could say, “He knoweth 
the way that I take, when he 
hath tried me, I shall come forth 
as gold.” I think I could make 
bold to say that none of us has 
ever been tried as Job was. Strip- 
ped of his family, his flocks, his 
fortune, but not.of his faith, he 
gives the lie to Satan and vin- 
dicates God, even under the sever- 
est testing. ‘““‘Tho’ He slay me yet 
will I trust Him.” 

Then the clouds lifted, the trials 
were past, and “the Lord blessed 
the latter end of Job more than 
the beginning.” 

“Our light affliction is but for a 
moment and worketh for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory.” 

Over one of the doorways of 
Milan Cathedral there is sculp- 
tured a cross and the words, ‘‘All 
that which troubles us is but for 
a moment.” Our blessed Lord, 
thinking of the joy that was set 
before Him, “endured the cross.” 
First the cross, then the crown, 
and as the servant is not greater 
than his Lord, we may expect to 
be led along some Via Dolorosa of 
sorrow. 


How poor the hearts that never 
bleed, 
What loss such lives sustain; 
"Tis they who drink Christ’s cup of 
woe + 
Are made with Him to reign. 


A very illiterate Negro often 
failed to understand the signifi- 
cance and meaning of the _ pas- 
sages he read from the Bible. 


Word. One evening at a testimony 
meeting the leader suggested that 
those who had been helped and en- 
couraged by a verse of Scripture 
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us in the fires of affliction, we 


His presence with us all the days. } 


Nevertheless, he dearly loved the | 7 


should share the experience with 
others present, 
The aged coloured brother arose 
saying, “I gets more help from 
dem blessed words, ‘And it came 
to pass’ than anything else in my 
Bible.” 
Asked to explain, he said, “When 
I’se so upset wid trouble and pes- 
tered wid trials, I goes to the 
Bible and begins to read, and I 
never goes far before I come across 
dem words, ‘It came to pass’ and 
I says, ‘Bress de Lawd: It didn’t 
come to stay; It come to pass!’” 
May we emulate his child-like 
trust. 


Again Peter seems to say: 


II. Regard Your Trials as 
Transforming 
“Wherein ye greatly rejoice... 
trial...might be found unto praise 
and honour and glory.” 


If we are truly...“‘born again” 
and anxious to be taught in the 
school of experience, we will wel- 
come the “Marahs” as well as the 
“Elims.” The children of Israel 
met with both, and so will we, 
waters bitter as well as waters 
sweet. But when the crucial test 
comes, will there be murmuring 
or melody? Job, speaking out of 
the depths of bitter mortification, 
said, “He giveth songs in the 
night.” “Rejoice in the Lord al- 
way!” Do we? 

Three birds act differently in 
a rain storm. The duck is simply 
indifferent to it—despises it; the 
hen becomes the most miserable 
looking object imaginable and 
faints under it; but the robin sings 
his sweetest note when the storm 
rages. We are like one of these 
three. If, we are like the robin, 
then trials can. be transforming, 
leading us into deeper, richer ex- 


periences of the grace, love and 
resources of our God. 

Sermonizing Sophie says, “When 
the defel rings my bell, I always 
sends Jesus to the door; he tried 
to send up his visiting card ‘dis- 
couragement,’ but I don’t take it!” 
Alas, Sophie, many of us do, and 
go around with faces that are 
“kind o’ glum.” 

At the door of a rescue mission 
stood a man of sour countenance. 
He invited passers-by to step in- 
side. One man responded to the 
invitation by looking at the face 
of the worker and saying, “No 
thanks, I have troubles enough of 
my own.” 

Surely the joy of the Lord -is 


of the life we have been given. 
Then, let’s show it—in the days 
of shadow as well as in the days 
of sunshine, for other eyes are 
watching us continually. 

“Hallelujah, anyway!” writes a 
missionary friend, after enumerat- 
ing difficulties and problems being 
met with.on the field. 


Yes, “Hallelujah anyway!” for 
“all things work together for good 
to them that love God.” 

“It is good for me that I have 
been afflicted that I might learn 

”’ says the psalmist, and 
thousands of hearts re-echo his 
words, being in complete agree- 
MeENE 


I thank Thee Lord that so much 
joy 
Is touched with pain, 
That shadows fall on brightest 
hours, 
That thorns remain, 
So that earth’s bliss may be my 
guide, 
And not my chain. 


——- THE END — 
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Page Eight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Personal Work in Soul Winning 


(Continued from page 2) 


Spirit TO THEM THAT ASK 
HIM?” 

This tells us plainly that. God 
gives the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him. It can be illustrated 
by the use of Acts 2:1-4, cf. Acts 
1:14; Acts 4:31 and Acts 8:15, 16: 

“And when the day of Pente- 
cost was fully come, they were all 
with one accord in one place. And 
suddenly there came a sound from 
heaven as of a rushing mighty 
wind, and it filled all the house 
where they were sitting. And 
there appeared unto them cloven 
tongues like as of fire, and it sat 
upon each of them. And they were 
ALL FILLED WITH THE HOLY 
GHOST, and began to speak with 
other tongues, as the Spirit gave 
them vutterance.’—Acts 2:1-4. 
(Compare Acts 1:14: “These all 
CONTINUED WITH ONE AC- 
CORD IN PRAYER and supplica- 
tion, with the women, and Mary 
the mother of Jesus, and with his 
brethren.”) 

“And WHEN THEY HAD 
PRAYED, the place was shaken 
where they were assembled to- 
gether; and they were ALL 
FILLED WITH THE HOLY 
GHOST, and they spake the word 
of God with boldness.”—Acts 4:31. 

“Who, when they were come 
down, PRAYED FOR THEM, that 
they might receive the Holy 
Ghost: (For as yet he was fallen 
upon none of them: only they 
were baptized in the name of the 
Lord Jesus.)”—Acts 8:15, 16. 

The inquirer should be led to at 
once definitely seek the filling 
with the Holy Spirit. It is well to 
pray with the inquirer then and 
there for this definite gift. 

5. The final step in receiving 
the Holy Ghost is simply faith. 

There are many who take all 
the steps mentioned thus far, and 
yet fail of the blessing simply be- 
cause they do not believe. Mark 
11:24 can be used to make this 
clear: 

“Therefore I say unto you, What 
things soever ye desire, when ye 
pray, BELIEVE THAT YE RE- 
CEHEIVE THEM, and ye shall have 
them.” 

The R. V. of this passage is 
particularly suggestive. 

“All things whatsoever ye pray 
and ask for, BELIEVE THAT YE 
RECEIVED THEM, and ye shall 
have them.” 


The inquirer should be instruct- 
ed not to look to his feelings, but 
to the Word of God, and to believe 
that he has received whether he 
has any sensation or experience or 
not, simply because God _ has 
promised in His Word. In a very 
large proportion of cases, people 
receive the Holy Ghost simply by 
believing God’s Word, and that 
their prayer is heard, without any 
feeling; and afterwards what they 
believe they “have received,” they 
do actually obtain in personal ex- 
perience aS a conscious possession. 
Great help will be found in show- 
ing the inquirer how to receive 
by faith, in I John 5:14, 15: 

.“And this is the confidence that 
we have in him, that, IF WE ASK 
ANYTHING ACCORDING TO 
HIS WILL, HE HEARETH US: 
And if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, WH KNOW 
THAT WE HAVE THE PETI- 
TIONS THAT WE DESIRED OF 
HIM.” 


Make it very clear to the in- 
quirer by the use of this passage 
that when we ask anything ac- 
cording to the will of God, we 
know that He heareth us, because 
the passage says so, and when we 
know that He heareth us, we know 
that we have the petitions we have 
asked of Him, whether we feel 
it or not. 


Then show the inquirer that 
when we pray for the Holy Spirit 
we pray for something according 
to the will of God. The following 
passages make this clear: 

“If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto your 
children: how much more shall 
your heavenly Father give the 
Holy Spirit to them that ask 
him?”—Luke 11:13. 


“Then Peter said unto them, 
Repent, and be buptized every one 
of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the remission of sins, 
and ye shall receive the gift of the 
Holy Ghost. For. the promise is 
unto you, and to your children, 
and to all that are afar off, even 


as many as the Lord our God shall 
call.”—Acts 3:38, 39. 

“And be not drunk with wine, 
wherein is excess; but BE 
FILLED WITH THE SPIRIT.”— 
Eph. 5:18. 

Then have the inquirer kneel 
down and definitely pray for the 
Holy Spirit. When he has offered 
this prayer, ask him if he has 
received what he sought. If he 
is not clear about it, open your 
Bible to I John 5:14, 15 and lay it 
before him and have him read it, 
and then ask him if he has asked 
for something according to God's 
will, and when he says he has, 
ask him “What then do you 
know?” and hold him to it until 
he says, “I know. that God has 
heard me.” Then have him read 
thes 15th verse and) ask him, “If 
you know that God has heard you, 
what further do you know?” Hold 
him to it until he says, “I know 
that I have the petition that I 
asked of Him.” 


Then ask him, “What do you 
know you have received?” and 
hold him to it until, resting upon 
the simple naked promise of God’s 
Word, he can say, “I know I have 
received the Holy Ghost.” Many are 
waiting for certain ecstatic ex- 
periences of which they have heard 
others speak. In dealing with an 
inquirer, do not deny the reality 
of these experiences, for they 
doubtless are real in many in- 
stances; -but show the inquirer 
that there are no such experiences 
described in the Bible, that the 
manifestations of having received 
the Holy Spirit mentioned in the 
Bible are: A new joy and peace in 
Christ, 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek- 
ness, temperance: agaimst such 
there is no law.”’—Gal. 5:22, 23. 

A new and clearer knowledge of 
Christ, 


“But when the Comforter is 
come, whom I will send unto you 
from the Father, even the Spirit 
of truth, which proceedeth. from 
the Father, he shall testify of 
me.”’—Johin 15:26. 

And especially new power in 
service for Christ, 


“And, being assembled together 
with them, commanded them that 
they should not depart from Jeru- 
salem, but wait for the promise 
of the Father, which, saith he, ye 
have heard of me. For John truly 
baptized with water; but ye shall 
be baptized with the Holy Ghost 
not many days hence.” 


“But YE SHALL RECEIVE 
POWER, after that the Holy 
Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and 
in Samaria, and unto the utter- 
most part of the earth.’—<Acts 1: 
4, 5, 8. 

“And when they had prayed, 
the place was shaken where they 
were assembled together; and 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they spake the word 
of God with boldness. And the 
multitude of them that believed 
were of one heart and of one 
soul: neither said any of them 
that ought of the things which he 
possessed was his own; but they 
had all things common. And 
WITH GREAT POWER gave the 
apostles witness of the resurrec- 
tion of the Lord Jesus: and great 
grace was wpon them all,”—Acts 
4:31-33. 


Also make it clear to the in- 
quirer that the manifestations 
that result from receiving the 
Holy Spirit, are to be expected 
not before we believe, but after 
we believe, after we take by sim- 
ple faith God’s Word. God’s way 
is not first experience and then 
faith, but first faith resting upon 
the naked Word of God, and then 
experience; ‘Believe that ye have 
received and ye shall have.’ 


VI. Christians Who Do Not 
Have Victory in Their 
Christian Life 

There are many professed Chris- 
tians, and doubtless many who are 
really saved people, -whose lives 


seem to be lives of constant de- 


feat and discouragement. In deal- 
ing with such a person seek to 
find out what is the cause of 
defeat. It will be found in one 


or more of the following points: 
1. Because they have not learned 


to rest absolutely in the finished 
work of Christ for pardon and for 
peace. 

The church is full of people who 
are looking to something that they 
themselves can do to find accept- 
ance before God. No one can have 
a clear, satisfactory and victorious 
Christian experience who _ has 
not learned to rest entirely in the 
finished work of Christ for par- 
don. If this is found to be the 
cause of failure, use Isaiah 53:6, 
Galatians 3:13, II Corinthians 5:21 
and similar passages, to show that 
our sins are pardoned not on ac- 
count of anything that we have 
done or can do, but on the ac- 
count of what Jesus Christ did 
when He bore our sins in His own 
body on the cross. 


Next show the inquirer that the 
pardon and peace thus purchased 
by the atoning blood of Christ, be- 
comes ours on the simple condition 
of our believing on Christ. To 
show this use the following. pas- 
sages: 

“Therefore BEING JUSTIFIED 
BY FAITH, we have peace with 
God through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”—Rom. 5:1. 

“But to him that worketh not, 
but believeth on him that justi- 


fieth the ungodly, HIS FAITH IS. 


COUNTED FOR RIGHTEOQOUS- 
NESS.”—Rom. 4:5. 

“But now the righteousness of 
God without the law is manifested, 
being witnessed by the law and 
the prophets; Even the righteous- 
ness of God which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all and upon all 
them that believe: for there is 
no difference: For all have sinned, 
and come short of the glory of 
God; BEING JUSTIFIED 
FREELY BY HIS GRACE 
through the redemption that is in 
Christ Jesus: Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through 
faith in his blood, to declare his 
righteousness for the remission of 
sins that are past, through the for- 
bearance of God; To declare, I 
say, at this time his righteousness: 
that he might be just, and THE 
JUSTIFIER OF HIM WHICH 
BELIEVETH IN JESUS.”’—Rom. 
3:21-26. 

“And be found in him, NOT 
HAVING MINE OWN RIGHT- 
EOUSNESS, which is of the law, 
BUT THAT WHICH I8 
THROUGH THE FAITH OF 
CHRIST, the righteousness which 
is of God by faith.”—Phil. 3:9. 

In the last passage the Revised 
Version brings out the thought 
more clearly than the Authorized. 


2. Because they have not sur- 
rendered absolutely to the will of 
God. 

This is the cause of failure in 
a very large proportion of cases. 
If this is found to be the cause of 
failure in any specific case, use 
Acts 5:32 and Romans 6:13, 19: 

“Neither yield ye your mem- 
bers as instruments of unright- 
eousness unto sin: but YIELD 
YOURSELVES UNTO GOD, as 
those that are alive from the dead, 
and your members as instruments 
of righteousness unto God.” 

“I speak after the manner of 
men because of the infirmity of 
your flesh: for as ye have yielded 
your members servants to wun- 
cleanness and to iniquity unto in- 
iquity; even SO NOW YIELD 
YOUR MEMBERS SERVANTS 
TO RIGHTEOUSNESS unto holi- 
ness.”—Rom., 6:13, 19. 


3. Because of neglect of the 
study of the Word. 

If this is the case, use I Peter 
2:2, Psalm 119:11 and Ephesians 
6:17: 

“Thy word have I hid in mine 
heart, that I might not sin against 
thee.”—Ps. 119:11. 

“And take the helmet of sal- 
vation, and the sword of the 
Spirit, which is the word of God.” 
—Eph. 6:17. 

4. Because of neglect of prayer. 

Where this is the case, use I 
ThesSalonians 5:17, Luke 22:40 
and Isaiah 40:29-31: 


“And when he was at the place, 
he said unto them, PRAY THAT 
YE ENTER NOT INTO TEMP- 
TATION.’—Luke 22:40. 


5. Because of failure to con- 
stantly confess Christ before men. 

The one who would lead a vic- 
torious Christian life, must be 
constantly witnessing for Christ. 
Make this very plain, and for this 
purpose use Matthew 10:32, 33: 

“Whosoever therefore shall con- 
fess me before men, him will I 
confess also before my Father 
which is in heaven. But whosoever 
shall deny me before men, him 


will I also deny before my Father 
which is in heaven.” 


6. Because of neglect to work 
for Christ. 

One who would lead a victorious 
life must be constantly at work 
for the Master. If the cause of 
failure is at this point, use Mat- 
thew 25:29: 

“For unto every one that hath 
shall be given, and he shall have 
abundance: but for him that hath 
not shall be taken away even that 
which he hath.” 

Explain its meaning by the con- 
text. The evident meaning of the 
passage is, that one who _ uses 
the talents that he has in the 
Master’s service will get more, 
but the one who neglects to use 


those. 

7. Because they have not re- 
ceived the Holy Spirit. 

There are very many today who 
are leading lives of constant fail- 
ure Where they might be leading 
lives of constant victory, simply 
because they do not even so much 
as know that it is the privilege 
of the individual believer to be 
filled with the Holy Spirit. If this 
is the case, use Ephesians 5:18, 
the last half of the verse, and Gal- 
atians 5:16, 22; 23: 

“This I say then, Walk in the 
Spirit, and ye shall not fulfill the 
lust of the flesh.” 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, 
gentleness, goodness, faith, Meek- 
ness, temperance: against such 
there is no law.” 

Then show the inquirer how to 
receive the Holy Spirit as_ ex- 
plained under the former heading. 

(From PERSONAL WORK, 176 pages, 
$2.00. Published by Fleming Revell, used 


by permission. Order from Sword of the 
Lord, Wheaton, III.) 
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that each family who gets The 
Sword for this twenty-six weeks 
introductory offer will receive 
over seventy-five full-length Gos- 
pel sermons, including the fifteen 
prize-winning sermons for which 
we paid $1,750 in awards. They 
will receive also great sermons 
to the unsaved by leading soul 
winners, sermons by giant preach- 
ers of the past, as well as Bible 
questions answered, reports on 
revivals, help om daily living, and| 
interesting features for young/| 
people. 

Won't you use that coupon 
now? Address your subscriptions 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
Wheaton, Illinois. 


=r  ~—% ~A™ © SS Sr & DA DDD 


ATI AES SO a a 


Qaaneusr “et eee 


Sunday School 
Issue 


~~ BOO Re AR DR DA BR BV BS KS WS SF 


. aN ys ae TGS 


IN ZY 


cOyA Vy ‘APY 


Ge ak Ww hs, 
pNeZ NN ANEVA 


WHERE TENS OF womniie OF SWORD READERS FIND BIG VALUES IW LITTLE SPACE 


CHILDREN’S GOSPEL HOUR, INC. 


Livingston, Tennessee 


A work of faith broadcasting the Gospel! 
to the millions of children not attending 
Sunday School. Available for broadcast 
anywhere, 

HEARD WEEKLY ON 120. STATIONS 
And WSM-TV—Nashville, Tenn. 
12:30 p.m. Sat. 

Pray for the work. Write for information. 
Rev. Henry C. Geiger, Director 
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Remember to say you saw 
it advertised in 
Baby Billboards 
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SOUND 
SCRIPTURAL TRACTS 


Ideal for Pastors, Personal Workers 
and Street Meetings 


Send for Samples 
SCRIPTURE TRACT SOCIETY 
Box 164, Marcus Hook, Pa. 
Mention The Sword of the Lord 


5,000"0!5"'*" WANTED 
WORKERS 

to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, 
handsome Scripture mottoes, Scripture 
calendars, greeting cards, Good com- 
ee Send for free catalog and price 
ist 

George W. Noble, The Christian Co. 
Dept. 5W Pontiac Bldg., Chicago 5, Ill. 


In color, with art 
work and appropriate 
scripture. Ideal for 
gifts to customers, 
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SEND 50c FOR A io 
THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888-AKRON 9, OHIO 


—CHRISTIAN GREETING CARDS— 


Wholesale and Retail 


With Bible Text. Christmas, Birth- 
day and All Occasions. Comforting, 
encouraging messages of cheer to }. 
the sick, sorrowing and shut-in. In 
Bulk and Boxed Assortments. Good 


for Catalog Price List. 
PEASE GREETING CARDS, Inc. 
264 Laurel St. Dept. S, Buffalo. 8, N.Y. 


We are Contract Printers of Christian 
® Magazines 
® Periodicals §® Books 

Write for FREE estimates 


Herald Book & Printing Company 


P. O. Box 153 rt feta Kans, 
Printers of “SWOR 


FOR YOUR PROTECTION 


Every product and service advertised 
in THE SWORD OF THE LORD is in- 
vestigated and approved, ; 


“You Ph. Buy With Confidence 
om Our Advertiser eh 


‘Monoe FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


If you are on the Kitchen Committee of 
some Church, School, Society, Chuib, 
etc., in your town you will be interested 
in this modern Folding Banquet Table. 
Write for Catalog and special discounts 
to institutions and organizations, 
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WHOLESALE 


CATALOG 


BUY FAMOUS NAME BRAND MERCHANDISE 
LIKE BENRUS, ADMIRAL, REMINGTON, 
WM. ROGERS, G.E., PROCTOR, ETC. 


PURCHASE 1 TD 1000 ITEMS AT WHOLESALE. © 
FLATWOODS -Box 200-S-LEE SBURG, FLA 
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profit and prices reasonable. Ask 


.e Newspapers | 


FOLDING CHAIRS 


~IN Stee’ or Wood 
FOLDING BANQUET TABLES 


WRITE FOR, LOGUE 
ee ewreicecs emices 
\ J.P REDINGTON 
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